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Our School Vision:

“We want our school to be a safe, secure and exciting place to learn and grow in Christ. A place where children, staff, families and governors work closely together to answer Christ’s call.”
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Our Catholic School community works with a Christian purpose:
· To promote an enthusiasm for enjoyment of learning
· To provide a broad and well balanced curriculum
· To challenge children to reach their full potential
· To learn about God and his creation
· To answer Christ’s call through our love for each other
· To foster in children independence and a sense of responsibility

“For you are precious in my eyes”
(Isaiah 43)
Contents of this Policy

· Introduction (Vision)

· Curriculum Aims (Our Intention)

· Roles & responsibilities

· Curriculum Planning & Organisation (Implementation)

· Resources 

· Assessment (Impact)

· Inclusion (Special Educational Needs & Vulnerable children)

· Monitoring arrangements

· Links with other policies


CURRICULUM AIMS – OUR INTENTION:

Through English at Our Lady of Lourdes we aim for all children to learn to:

· Be happy, healthy and curious learners who read confidently and fluently and seek to acquire knowledge independently.
· Develop a lifelong enjoyment of reading taking genuine pleasure from what they read. 
· Gain the reading skills they need to access all areas of the curriculum. 
· Access, understand and begin to manage information. 
· Understand the meaning of what they read and what is read to them. 
· Make responses to what they read, justifying those responses.
· Use reading to become immersed in other worlds…both real and imagined!

We regard Reading as an important part of how we all learn and consider ourselves to be a community of readers. 

We expect all staff and adults in school to model and communicate their love of reading in the following ways:
· Story time
· Opportunities for silent reading time
· Shared comprehension activities that focus on the different skills necessary for reading
· Shared reading activities
· Provide Reading areas that inspire children to read
· Read with individual children who need our support 

TEACHING OF READING 

Reading is a multi-strategy approach to understanding the written word. It is not simply the decoding of black marks on the page but involves the ability to read, with understanding, a wide range of different texts, including fiction, non-fiction, real world texts such as labels, captions, lists and environmental print. 

Competence in reading is the key to independent learning and therefore the teaching of reading should be given a high priority by all staff. Success in reading has a direct effect on progress in all areas of the curriculum and is crucial in developing children’s self-esteem, confidence and motivation. 

Children should: 
• Develop the ability to read aloud fluently and with expression 
• Develop the ability to read for meaning 
• Develop the skills required for the critical reading of texts 
• Be encouraged to read a wide range of fiction, poetry and non-fiction materials; 

These skills should be taught during shared and focused reading (English lessons, Class Novels, Story time, Cracking Comprehension tasks). 

In addition to this, children should: 
• Be encouraged to listen attentively. 
• Gain awareness of the close links between reading and writing activities.

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITES:

	




THE 
GOVERNING BODY

	The governing board will monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation.
The governing board will also ensure that:
· A robust framework is in place for setting curriculum priorities and aspirational targets
· Enough teaching time is provided for pupils to cover the National Curriculum and other statutory requirements
· Proper provision is made for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with special educational needs (SEN)

	









THE 
HEADTEACHER
	The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that this policy is adhered to, and that:
· All required elements of the curriculum, and those subjects which the school chooses to offer, have aims and objectives, which reflect the aims of the school and indicate how the needs of individual pupils will be met
· The amount of time provided for teaching the required elements of the curriculum is adequate and is reviewed by the governing body
· Where appropriate, the individual needs of some pupils are met by permanent or temporary disapplication from all or part of the National Curriculum
· The school’s procedures for assessment meet all legal requirements
· The governing board is fully involved in the decision-making processes, that relate to the breadth and balance of the curriculum


	



CURRICULUM SUBJECT LEADER
	The curriculum leader is responsible for:
· Monitoring and evaluating English. 
· The quality of the learning environment. 
· Purchasing and organising resources.
· Keeping up to date with recent English developments through their own CPD and that of others. 
· Monitoring and assessment of English across the whole school, supporting Pupil Progress meetings.
· Analysing data and creating action plans. 
· Overseeing the continuity of the subject and the progression of teaching and learning within annual and medium-term plans. 
· Monitoring the quality of teaching and the standard of work produced. 
· Collecting evidence from year to year. 
· Offering support to colleagues and sharing their expertise and experience. 
· Supporting staff in catering for the needs of all the children in their class, ensuring all children access the curriculum at an appropriate level. 
· Ensuring proper provision is in place for pupils with different abilities and needs, including children with SEN.
· Reporting to the governing board and ensuring it is advised on any changes to the English curriculum and making them aware of what is happening in school. 

	


CLASS 
TEACHERS
	Other staff will ensure that the school curriculum is implemented in accordance with this policy. They will:
· Ensure they are aware of the previous knowledge of the children and build on this within lessons.
· Ensure children are given concrete experiences, planning trips, inviting visitors in to school or loaning artefacts.
· Ensure all of our intentions are being taught. 




CURRICULUM PLANNING & ORGANISATION (IMPLEMENTATION) 

Reading in Early Years Foundation Stage 
The teaching of reading begins from Nursery at Our Lady of Lourdes, as children begin to develop their phonics skills through daily phase 1 phonics lessons. This phase paves the way for the systematic learning of phonics. During this phase especially, we plan activities that will help children to listen attentively to sounds around them, such as the sounds of their toys and to sounds in spoken language. We teach a wide range of nursery rhymes and songs and read good books to and with the children. This helps to increase the number of words they know – their vocabulary – and helps them talk confidently about books. The children learn to identify rhyme and alliteration and these skills continue to be developed throughout KS1 and KS2. 

As they move into Reception, children follow the Jolly Phonics systematic, synthetic phonics programme. In Reception they learn how to segment and blend words with these sounds in, to read books at this level independently. 

In EYFS, reading is modelled daily to pupils through story times. Children also have opportunities to explore texts in more depth with adult focussed sessions. In daily shared reading lessons, in Reception, pupils read books independently to an adult which are matched to their phonics ability. 

During focused shared reading sessions, teachers focus on a key reading skill and target this when discussing the book, which has been read as a group at the end of the session. All children in EYFS also engage with quality texts through their English lessons, in which they explore a range of stories as a stimulus for their writing.

Reading in Key Stage 1 
In KS1 the daily teaching of systematic, synthetic phonics continues with the aim of all pupils being secure in Phase 5 phonics by the end of year 1. In year 2, pupils move on to Phase 6 phonics which reinforces much of the learning from Phase 5 and begins to explore spelling rules and conventions e.g. adding –ing and –ed. 
This is supported by the use of Jolly Phonics Spelling & Grammar. 

Reading in KS1 is taught through shared reading sessions, four times a week, in which all pupils have the chance to read a book, matched to their phonics ability, to an adult. Shared Reading takes place in a small group, with a teacher or teaching assistant, and focuses on developing children’s ability to become independent readers, thinkers and learners. The children are grouped by ability and read individual copies of the same text, which matches the reading level of the group. Texts are selected from the school’s reading sets of books which are fully phonetically decodable and linked to phonics phases. 

The recommended teaching sequence is used by all teachers. The sequence is a book introduction, strategy check, individual reading and returning to the text. 
Reading skills and strategies should be clearly modelled, and discussion should help children to have a deeper understanding of texts. Shared reading should have a specific focus and all abilities should be included in discussions by differentiated questions.

Selected children also receive extra 1:1 reading with a teaching assistant or reading volunteer daily and all pupils in KS1 enjoy our weekly storytelling assembly in which both adults and children have the opportunity to share great stories.

Reading in Key Stage 2 
In KS2 whole class shared reading with texts pitched above the children’s reading level continues four times weekly. This will usually take place with extracts from quality texts or short stories (using Cracking Comprehension), ensuring that pupils have the opportunity to deeply explore texts and apply their reading skills. 

Targeted children in KS2, who need extra support, have appropriate interventions put in place. Thus giving them a boost in reading, to prepare them to join their whole class lessons. IDL English is used in KS2, to help support children with their reading and spelling. All KS2 children bring their book into class with them for independent reading time during the school day, in which their teacher listens to each of them and discusses their book choice on a 1:1 basis across each half term.

Strategies Taught to be a Successful Reader 
Through our reading curriculum, we ensure pupils have the opportunity to practise and apply the following skills: 
· Decoding/phonics 
· Patterns and rhymes
· Comprehension and understanding
· Prediction, deduction and inference 
· Intonation and expression 
· Punctuation/grammatical features 



Vocabulary Acquisition through Reading 
A core aim of our reading curriculum is for pupils to ‘acquire a wide vocabulary’. We believe that children must have opportunities to be exposed to and explore key vocabulary within texts, to build their cultural capital and increase their working vocabulary. At the beginning of every Read In to Writing unit in KS1 and KS2, teachers consider the necessary knowledge children need to understand the context of a new text and plan activities to share this. 

Reading throughout the Curriculum
From EYFS, reading is promoted throughout all areas of the curriculum, with each continuous provision area being well stocked with quality texts to match it. For example, our children enjoy reading books about diggers and engineers in the construction area and love exploring number story books in their Maths area. 
As children progress through school, the links between reading and all other subjects continue. In English, all Read In to Writing units are planned around a high-quality model text which children explore, first as a reader and then as a writer. In foundation subjects, teachers incorporate extracts from quality texts linked to their topics into their lessons. For example, when Year 1 learn about the Great Fire of London, they explore non-fiction books to find out what happened, as well as reading extracts from historical sources, such as Samuel Pepys’ diary. Quality texts linked to all topics in PSHE, Maths, RE, PE, Computing, Geography, History and Science are available in school and used to support teaching.

Reading at Home 
Every child at Our Lady of Lourdes has a home reading record to record the books they read out of school. This begins from Nursery in which children are sent home books every week to enjoy with an adult at home. In Reception children are expected to read for 10 minutes every day and change their books daily at school. 

In KS1 and KS2 this expectation continues and children are given the opportunity to change their home reading book three times each week. All books children take home are matched to their phonics ability in EYFS and KS1 and their reading level in KS2. 

Parents receive support through workshops on phonics and reading, as well as signposts to quality online resources to promote reading at home.

Termly reading awards are presented in assembly to raise the profile of reading.

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT:

Co-operation and support from parents is paramount if a child is to become a successful and competent reader. At Our Lady of Lourdes, we strive to develop and encourage a strong partnership between home and school. It is our policy to send reading books home regularly and to encourage parents and carers to contribute to their child’s reading development, welcoming comments in their child’s diary.

DISPLAY:

Classrooms and all school areas should provide a print rich environment to promote the importance of reading. Reading displays should form a part of that environment. Examples of such displays may include – book corners, collections of favourite books attractively displayed, book reviews, book of the week, author displays and collections of books on a similar theme to develop enthusiasm. 

RESOURCES:

A range of different resources are used to help support children’s reading.
· Cracking Comprehension (Rising Stars) 
· Jolly Phonics (Jolly Learning)
· Jolly Grammar & Spelling (Jolly Learning)
· No Nonsense Spelling (Babcock)  
· Classroom Secrets
· GPS Mats (Twinkl) 

ASSESSMENT:

A whole school approach to assessment and record keeping is used (iTrack Primary). Teaching staff also maintain their own individual class records of achievement in reading. Assessment and feedback to pupils is usually carried out by observation and oral feedback during lessons.
Summative assessment data is reported termly and analysed by the English Curriculum Subject Leader to provide support to those in need. 
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INCLUSION:

Individual class teachers will devise intervention programmes based on the needs of individual pupils. Children may be assigned 1:1 time or work in small groups based on individual needs or Assess, Plan, Do, Review Plan targets, if the pupil is on the SEND register. Consultation with the school SENCO is essential to ensure children are placed on programmes appropriate to their needs. 
Teachers set high expectations for all pupils. They will use appropriate assessment to set ambitious targets and plan challenging work for all groups, including:
· More-able pupils
· Pupils with low prior attainment
· Pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds
· Pupils with SEN
· Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)
Teachers will plan lessons so that pupils with SEN and/or disabilities can study every National Curriculum subject, wherever possible, and ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil achieving.
Teachers will also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Lessons will be planned so that teaching opportunities help pupils to develop their English, and to support pupils to take part in all subjects.
Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our SEN policy and information report.

MONITORING & TRAINING:

Senior Leaders and Curriculum leaders monitor the way their subject is taught throughout the school by:
· Learning walks
· Book scrutiny
· Child discussions
· Teacher discussions
· CPD for the Curriculum leader as required (Ofsted - Sandylands Hub)
· Staff Meeting Focus on English and the curriculum 
· INSET training on using resources and making English engaging 


LINKS WITH OTHER POLICIES:

This policy links to the following policies and procedures:

· EYFS policy
· Writing policy
· Handwriting policy
· SEN policy and information report
· Subject Guidance for Reading
· Subject Guidance for Writing
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